Academic Misconduct – Cheating and Plagiarism explained

Did you know that by being a student at Bucks you have agreed to abide by the regulations of the University and these include the Academic Misconduct Regulations? Did you also know that if found guilty of a major academic offence you can be expelled from the University through the gross misconduct disciplinary procedures?

The consequences of cheating can be very serious and for students on professional courses they are even more serious, so it is very important that you are aware of what constitutes an academic offence.

Cheating is defined by the University as:

“an attempt to gain credit for assessed work which is not properly one’s own and/or seeking to gain an unfair advantage in terms of the outcome of the assessment beyond that which would have been achieved without recourse to cheating.” 

Plagiarism is defined in the University Regulations as:

“the act of taking and using the thoughts, writings, inventions etc of another as one’s own” (Concise Oxford English Dictionary)

Some examples of what constitutes an academic offence are:

Copying another student’s work; taking unauthorised materials into an exam, such as notes; copying pieces of text from another source without referencing it.

It is also an offence to work with another student on an assignment, unless you have been explicitly told you can. In cases of collusion (where two or more students submit partially or wholly the same work) all the students involved will be investigated. So be very careful about who has access to your assignments before you hand them in.
If you find yourself short of time, under pressure and know that you won’t be able to complete your assignment by the deadline DO NOT be tempted to copy and paste stuff off the internet and pass it off as your own work. Chances are it will be spotted and you will find yourself facing an Academic Offences Panel. We, in the ARC have accompanied many students to these Panels and we have yet to see one student who did not find the whole procedure very worrying indeed. And it is the saddest thing to see a student being expelled after years of study for cheating on their last piece of work, so don’t let it be you.
If you feel you are not going to be able to complete some work on time then ask for an extension or hand it in late and accept the 40% cap. This is a much better option – really.

First years are not usually treated as severely for their first offence, but with subsequent years of study and with more than one offence the penalties get considerably more severe!

To read the full University Regulations on Academic Misconduct go to: 
www.bucksstudent.com click the “welfare” link then the “Course Problems” link. You will find links to most of the University Regulations that relate to students here.

OR

www.bucks.ac.uk - put “formal documents” into the search box, click the Formal Documents link, click the A-Z list and scroll down to find the “Academic misconduct” link.
If you would like to discuss any of the above in confidence or you have been accused of academic misconduct and you would like help and representation then please contact us in the ARC.
High Wycombe:

Location – Ground Floor, North Wing
Telephone – 01494 603016

Chalfont:

Location – Block 12 (St Peters)
Telephone – 01494 605180

Or email ARC@bucks.ac.uk

